Hillsdale Magazine by Hillsdale College
Hillsdale College Digital Commons 
Hillsdale Magazine Hillsdale College Publications 
Spring 2018 
Hillsdale Magazine 
Hillsdale College 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.hillsdale.edu/hillsdalemagazine 
 Part of the Higher Education Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Hillsdale College, "Hillsdale Magazine" (2018). Hillsdale Magazine. 
https://digitalcommons.hillsdale.edu/hillsdalemagazine/4 
This publication is brought to you for free and open access by the Hillsdale College Publications at Hillsdale 
College Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Hillsdale Magazine by an authorized administrator 
of Hillsdale College Digital Commons. For more information, please contact lcurtis@hillsdale.edu. 
SP
RI
NG
 2
01
8 
|  
V9
3 
N1Hillsdale
EXECUTIVE BOARD
MARIANNE ROTOLE, ’95, KKG
   PRESIDENT
KERRY DONOVAN CUMMINGS, ’77, KKG
   VICE PRESIDENT
GREG MCLOGAN, ’88, SC
   SECRETARY
PATRICIA L. ROONEY, ’77, PBP
   IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
MEMBERS
RON BERLI, ’69, DTD
WILLIAM CLAYTON, ’10
NEAL COLE, ’07, SC
RICHARD R. DANFORTH, ’79, DTD 
EMILY STACK DAVIS, ’05, KKG
MARK DONOVAN, ’75, TKE
WILL I. DUNHAM, ’07
DAN ENGLERT, ’05, SC
ANDREW FINK, III, ’06
RICH FRANK, ’74, TKE
JONATHAN GRAHAM, ’06
DAVE GRIECO, ’79, ATO
AUSTIN HOLSINGER, ’10
TYLER B. HORNING, ’06
ANDREW KAPLAN, ’85, SC
SCOTT KEENAN, ’07, SC
RICK KUCERA, ’76
JOHN “JT” MCFARLAND, ’96
CLAUDIA MENTON, ’77, PBP
STEPHEN P. RENTSCHLER, ’78, DTD
JOEL R. SCHELLHAMMER, ’01 
PAUL SCHLATTER, ’72, ATO
CARLA CITRANO SPIELMAN, ’95, CO
KARLWIN TAYLOR, ’93, DSP
ERIN DAVIS VALDEZ, ’01
STEVE VENO, ’77, DTD
HONORARY MEMBERS
RONDA DOANE DEER, ’60, CO
THELMA MULLIN SIM, ’57, PBP
JOHN LAURIA, ’95
Dates to Know
FRESHMAN CONVOCATION/
ORIENTATION BEGINS
August 26, 2018
FALL SEMESTER 
CLASSES BEGIN
August 29, 2018
CCA I: AMERICAN 
POLITICAL SCANDALS
September 9-12, 2018
HOMECOMING WEEKEND
September 21-23, 2018
PARENTS WEEKEND
October 12-14, 2018
CCA II: THE COST OF 
REGULATION
November 11-14, 2018
FALL CONVOCATION
November 15, 2018
SEMESTER ENDS
December 15, 2018
JOIN THE ALUMNI BOARD!
Alumni Board members are elected to serve up to two consecutive 
four-year terms, attending three meetings yearly, plus hosting 
Homecoming. If you are interested in being considered for a seat 
on the board, or know of an alum who is, please go to alumni.hills-
dale.edu and click on Alumni Executive Board for more information 
and an application, or contact the Alumni Office at (517) 607-2461 
or alumni@hillsdale.edu.  
Copyright © 2018  Hillsdale College • Hillsdale Magazine (USPS 245-660) is published 
three times annually by Hillsdale College, 33 E. College St., Hillsdale, Michigan 49242, and 
distributed free to alumni and friends of the College. PARENTS: Please contact us if this 
issue is addressed to your son or daughter who no longer maintains a permanent address 
at your home.
Switchboard: (517) 437-7341 
Dow Hotel & Conference Center: (517) 437-3311
hillsdale.edu
magazine@hillsdale.edu
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD
  2 Keeping the Faith
A stirring address from Vice President Mike Pence and the 
awarding of Hillsdale’s first doctoral degrees make for a memorable 
Commencement for the Class of 2018.
  5 Simply Outstanding  
Outstanding Senior Man and Woman Dustin Pletan and Madison 
Frame achieve excellence in their studies and respect from their peers 
and community.
16 Royalty Among Us
Hillsdale students in the Liberty Princess Company delight local 
children through the magic of fairy tales.
18 Gather ’Round the Table 
Lea Jones Hunt, ’13, and her husband Kyle create community around 
the dinner table at their Eastern Market restaurant. 
19 Pointing Toward Truth
Spencer and Bailey Amaral, ’14, ’16, teach American civics to teens 
through their leadership development organization, the Windrose Project. 
20 On the Right Foot
Orthopedic surgeon Peter Highlander, ’07, uses 3-D printing to help 
patients who might not otherwise walk.
22 Champions All Around
What a season!  Six teams claim conference championships this 
spring, while the shotgun team earns another national championship.
31 Alumni News
Hillsdale
Volume 93 | Number 1 | Spring 2018
President 
Larry P. Arnn
Vice President for External Affairs 
Douglas A. Jeffrey
Editor and Director of Publications 
Monica Reeves VanDerWeide, ’95
Art Director 
Shanna Cote
Production Manager 
Lucinda Grimm
Writers 
Brendan Clarey, ’18 
Brad Monastiere 
Hannah Niemeier, ’18 
Monica Reeves VanDerWeide, ’95
Design Intern 
Zane Miller, ’19
Photographers 
Madeline Barry, ’19 
Douglas Coon 
Scott Galvin/Galvin Photo, LLC 
Joseph Harvey, ’21 
Ethan Lehman, ’21 
Jennifer Lessnau, ’20 
Zane Miller, ’19
Assistant 
Robin Curtis
Director of Alumni Relations 
Grigor “Scot” Hasted, ’74
Sports Information Director 
Brad Monastiere
Cover Photo 
Vice President Mike Pence and 2018 graduate 
and newly commissioned U.S. Marine Corps 2nd 
Lieutenant Mitchell Moutard. Photo by Scott Galvin.
1HOW TO BE 
A GOOD ALUM
We have initiated a regular feature in this publication called “Wear in the World Is Hillsdale?” 
The idea is for alumni to share interesting photos of themselves wearing their Hillsdale gear. 
Traveling in a Hillsdale shirt or cap not only advertises our alma mater, but can lead to unexpected 
connections and adventures.
Recently my good friend Dave Plagman, ’68, shared a story that makes the point:  
“After attending Donald Trump’s inauguration, I spent a couple of days in Reston, Virginia, with ATO brother Jim 
Wells, ’70, and his lovely wife Sarah. To avoid traffic, Jim suggested that I take Washington’s Metro to Reagan National 
Airport for my flight back to Cleveland.
“I was wearing a royal blue cap with a white block ‘H’ in front when a gentleman named Jim Hoskins sat down next 
to me. After small talk, he asked me what the ‘H’ stood for, and I told him Hillsdale College. He smiled and said that he 
greatly admired Hillsdale, and that he was a longtime Imprimis subscriber. I asked him where he went to college and 
he said Auburn University. I replied, ‘War Eagle,’ and we became fast friends.
“Jim asked me if Hillsdale had a football team and I regaled him with the story of our 126-year gridiron history. Jim, 
it turns out, is a huge college football and Auburn Tigers fan, and I mentioned that a major item on my bucket list was 
to attend the Iron Bowl—the annual showdown between Auburn and Alabama. Jim said that he could get me a ticket 
and would be in touch. 
“I received an e-mail from Jim in September, saying that he had two tickets for me and that I would be staying with 
him and his family at their condo on campus. I immediately called former Hillsdale quarterback Ron Pichan, ’69, in 
Athens, Georgia, and offered him the second ticket. He was ecstatic and agreed to pick me up at the Atlanta airport on 
Thanksgiving morning for the drive to Auburn.
 “On the morning of the game, we began tailgating early and took in a number of Auburn football traditions, 
including the Tiger Walk, Spirit March, and a huge pep rally. We also met Auburn legends Bo Jackson and Charles 
Barkley, who couldn’t have been nicer to us.
“Our tickets were on the 50-yard line behind the Auburn bench, the weather was perfect for football, and the game 
was exciting with the Tigers prevailing, 26-14.
 “Before my flight back on Monday, I visited the new College Football Hall of Fame in downtown Atlanta. As you 
enter the Hall, you see a ten-story wall that claims to contain the helmet of every college football team in the nation. 
I told the guide, ‘You better have a Hillsdale College Charger helmet on that wall!’—and in a matter of seconds, a 
spotlight appeared focusing on a royal blue helmet with white lightning bolts. The highlight of my visit was a kiosk 
featuring the career of Hillsdale’s beloved coach Frank ‘Muddy’ Waters, who was inducted into the Hall in 2000.”
And all this because Dave made a point of wearing his Hillsdale cap on the Washington Metro!
Grigor Hasted, ’74 
Alumni Director
2HAVE 
FAITH
VICE PRESIDENT MIKE PENCE 
ENCOURAGES GRADUATES 
3AN ENTHUSIASTIC ASSEMBLY 
of students, parents, faculty, staff, and friends of the 
College—what President Larry P. Arnn called “a large 
community of love”—filled the Biermann Athletic 
Center to capacity for Hillsdale’s 166th Commencement 
Exercises. They celebrated the achievements of the 366 
members of the Class of 2018 and heard an inspiring 
message from Vice President Mike Pence. 
Pence began his Commencement address by saying 
that he was honored to address the graduates of “this 
beacon of liberty and American ideals.” He praised 
the education offered at Hillsdale—an education that 
“has taught you not what to do, but what to be”—and 
described the diplomas being granted as “minted in 
independence and tempered with truth.”
“As you leave Hillsdale,” he told the graduates, “I 
encourage you to take your convictions into every facet 
of your life. Add your voices and your values to this 
great American experiment. You’re uniquely suited, 
and I believe uniquely called, to renew the fabric of our 
national life with your character and with your ideals.”
In closing, Pence exhorted graduates to “have faith” in 
what they’ve accomplished, in what they’ve learned, in 
America, and in God. 
President Arnn bestowed honorary doctor of public 
service degrees upon Vice President Pence and Second 
Lady Karen Pence, a longtime elementary school 
teacher and an award-winning watercolor artist who 
recently illustrated a children’s book, Marlon Bundo’s A 
Day in the Life of the Vice President.
Ronald and Patricia Trzcinski received honorary 
doctor of business degrees. Mr. Trzcinski is founder of 
The Original Mattress Factory, president of the Trzcinski 
Foundation, and a Hillsdale College trustee, and he and 
Mrs. Trzcinski sponsor several Hillsdale programs, 
including online courses, the Barney Charter School 
Initiative, and the graduate school of government that 
will be launched at the Kirby Center in fall 2019.
For the first time in its history, Hillsdale also awarded 
two Ph.D. degrees through its Van Andel Graduate 
School of Statesmanship. The recipients were Nathan 
Gill, who has accepted a teaching position at a private 
school in New York, and Kathleen Thompson, who 
is planning to run for elected office in her native 
Louisiana.
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
The  platform party, left to right: Ronald and Patricia Trzcinski, Board of Trustees Chairman Bill Brodbeck, 
Second Lady Karen Pence, Vice President Mike Pence, President Larry Arnn, Provost David Whalen, Graduate 
Dean R.J. Pestritto, Chaplain Adam Rick.
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Ph.D. recipients Nathan Gill and 
Kathleen Thompson
Top five graduates: Maria Grinis, Anna 
Meckel, Delaney Lehmann, Jessie Kopmeyer, 
and Madison Frame
5OUTSTANDING 
SENIORS
DUSTIN PLETAN AND 
MADISON FRAME
6Dustin Pletan and Madison Frame were not only voted 
the Outstanding Senior Man and Woman for the Class 
of 2018—they are also engaged to be married and plan to 
live in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where Pletan will work for 
Habitat for Humanity and Frame will pursue graduate 
studies in microbiology at the University of Michigan.
DUSTIN PLETAN
An English major from the Dallas, Texas, area, Dustin 
Pletan demonstrated exemplary leadership throughout 
his college career. He served as the head Resident 
Assistant (RA) in Galloway Residence, and was a co-
leader for A Few Good Men, a member of the Collegiate 
Scholars program, and a writer of two honors theses.
Pletan learned a lot about leadership during his three 
years as an RA. “Being an RA means helping with events 
and being on duty, but it also means a lot of relationship 
building,” he says.
As operations director for A Few Good Men—a group 
of volunteers who engage in community service—Pletan 
organized numerous projects. His favorite memory of 
this work is from his freshman year, when the group 
raked the leaves of a man with Alzheimer’s. 
Pletan says his academic studies inform his approach 
to learning and life: “For example, reading great 
literature taught me valuable lessons about human 
nature, which I can apply outside the classroom.”
MADISON FRAME
Madison Frame arrived at Hillsdale wanting to study 
chemistry, then discovered an interest in microbiology 
and virology. She completed an internship at the Van 
Andel Institute, where she studied herpes viruses, a 
research project that became her thesis.
“Viruses cause diseases all the time,” Frame says. 
“Virology is the intersection between chemistry and 
biology. It combines the mechanistic and predictable 
nature of chemistry with the biological application to 
human infectious disease.”
Frame also took several religion classes, and she 
wrote her Collegiate Scholars thesis on Thomas 
Aquinas. She was a member of the Lyceum, tutored 
elementary students in math and reading through 
various GOAL programs, and co-hosted a Bible study for 
Countryside Bible Church.
Frame credits her friends at Hillsdale for inspiring 
her: “They gave so generously and unreservedly of their 
time, energy, and prayers,” Frame says. “They modeled 
what I ought to be doing, and that kind of generosity and 
love has made me a better person.”
HANNAH NIEMEIER, ’18
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WEAR IN THE WORLD?
TWO HILLSDALE MILITARY MOMS SHARE THEIR STORIES
“In the spring of 2010, our son, Isaac Morgan, was 
on his first deployment to Afghanistan, and his sister 
Moriah was attending Hillsdale. While standing guard 
one day at the Bagram air base near Kabul, Isaac saw an 
Afghan man come through the gate wearing a Hillsdale 
College t-shirt! Though Isaac wanted to ask him about 
it, it was not the time or place for casual talk—more 
than once someone had tried to get through the gate 
wearing a suicide vest, and Isaac had to be alert. We will 
never know how that Hillsdale t-shirt found its way to 
Afghanistan, but it was a brief moment for Isaac to think 
of his sister and home.”—Kaylene Morgan, mother of 
Moriah, ’12 
“During a tour of the USS Hornet, one of the retired 
veteran tour guides saw my Hillsdale College sweatshirt, 
exclaimed over it, and gave me a hug. He couldn’t get 
over the fact he was talking to someone associated with 
Hillsdale. Although he read Imprimis and supported 
the school, he had never met anyone from the College. 
Even though I’m just a proud mom and live in California 
like he does, he was tickled to meet me. I usually get a 
wonderful response when I wear Hillsdale gear. I meet 
other like-minded people who love the College’s mission.” 
—Michelle Lippincott, mother of U.S. Marine Josiah, ’16, 
and Jadon, ’19
Michelle Lippincott and 
her son, Seth.
Michelle 
Lippincott with 
a USS Hornet 
veteran tour 
guide.
7MADISON MOORE, ’18, spent the fall 
of 2017 exploring space—from her intern desk at NASA 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.
An English major, Moore has always been fascinated 
by space. She saw the internship as a way to bring two 
of her loves—space and the written word—together.
After taking a physics course and an independent 
study on the history of NASA, Moore arranged her NASA 
internship through the Washington-Hillsdale Internship 
Program. During her semester in Washington, she also 
took an upper-level seminar on Continental Literature 
at Hillsdale’s Kirby Center.
“Most of my work at NASA was writing social media 
posts,” Moore says. “That may not sound substantial, but 
I was constantly doing research and reading textbooks 
about space.” She also helped edit NASA publications 
and submit copyright information.
Moore learned quite a bit from NASA-sponsored 
science fairs and presentations: “I was astonished,” she 
says, “at how good the NASA scientists are at describing 
their work in a non-technical way.”
Although Moore enjoyed and benefited from her NASA 
internship, she doesn’t think her future lies in science 
writing or communications. Instead, she hopes to 
pursue a job in publishing.
HANNAH NIEMEIER, ’18
AN OUT-OF-THIS-
WORLD NASA 
INTERNSHIP
Madison Moore tries 
on a space suit during 
her internship at 
NASA headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.
8FOR MORE THAN three decades, Artist/
Teacher of Piano Debbi Wyse and her friend and 
collaborator, Kristi Gautsche, have delighted Hillsdale 
audiences at their biannual concerts.
Both women were music majors, Wyse at Bowling 
Green State University and Gautsche at Goshen College. 
After Wyse joined Hillsdale’s Music Department as 
staff accompanist in 1981, they began to develop a 
close friendship, drawn together by their families’ 
mutual interests and their love of music. In 1985, they 
performed their first duo piano recital at the College.
Wyse and Gautsche begin planning their recitals 
about a year in advance. “We used to present a standard 
concert—early through modern periods—for many 
years,” Gautsche recalls. “More recently we’ve chosen 
a theme for each concert.” This year’s theme was 
“Child’s Play: A Journey for All Ages.” They performed 
several children’s favorites, including Prokofiev’s Peter 
and the Wolf, Saint-Saëns’ “Aquarium” from Carnival 
of the Animals, selections from Holst’s The Planets, 
and Chopsticks (but with a Victor Borge twist). They 
also played a Mozart “Allegro” on two three-octave toy 
pianos.
About ten years ago, the concerts also began 
incorporating poetry recitations by Wyse’s husband 
Ned. 
Both women agree that they challenge each other 
and encourage each other to grow musically. “There 
have been times when we’re working on a piece that I 
don’t especially like,” says Wyse. “But Kristi helps me 
appreciate the merit of the piece.” As they practice and 
prepare for their concerts, they get “in sync” not only 
at the piano, but also in their appearance, according to 
Wyse. “I can’t tell you how many times we’ve shown up 
to practice and we are dressed identically!” she laughs.
Wyse continues to accompany the College Choir and 
Chamber Choir, as she has for 37 years. She also teaches 
private lessons at the College and plays piano at her 
church. She sang with the Hillsdale Arts Chorale for 30 
years. In 2016, she and Ned were named Artists of the 
Year by ArtWorks of Hillsdale County. 
Gautsche has served as musical director and 
accompanist for more than 30 years at the Sauk Theatre 
in Jonesville. She has also served as accompanist for 
the Hillsdale and East Jackson Community Schools, 
the Hillsdale Arts Chorale, and College Baptist Church. 
ArtWorks honored her with its 2009 Artist of the Year 
Award. 
The duo is already planning their next recital in 
2020, which will mark 35 years of collaboration. “We 
genuinely love being together,” Wyse says. “Doing these 
recitals has been a fun learning experience between 
friends,” Gautsche adds.
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
KINDRED 
KEYBOARDISTS: 
DUO PIANISTS 
DEBBI WYSE AND 
KRISTI GAUTSCHE
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Debbi Wyse and Kristi Gautsche have collaborated as pianists for more than 30 years.
9IN JANUARY, the Daniel M. Fisk Museum of 
Natural History at Hillsdale College unveiled a mostly 
complete 66-million-year-old triceratops skeleton during a 
ceremony attended by more than 100 students and faculty.
Anthony Swinehart, professor of biology and curator 
of the museum, pointed out that not all college museums 
have dinosaur skeletons on display, while others have 
casts instead of real bones. Hillsdale now has two 
dinosaur skeletons with many real bones in each.
The display was made possible through the generosity 
of Tyler and Caitlin Agoston Horning, ’06, ’06. Tyler 
became interested in archaeology and geology while 
taking one of Swinehart’s classes. “It’s great to have 
something like this here at Hillsdale, and it’s great that 
students of all ages are able to see it,” Horning says. 
FISK MUSEUM ACQUIRES  TRICERATOPS SKELETON 
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Also in attendance were Jim Braswell and his wife 
Donna—after whom the dinosaur was named. Donna 
joked that because she’s several years older than her 
husband, it was fitting that he named the dinosaur after 
her. 
Donna (the dinosaur) is the latest addition to a 
collection started 144 years ago by Hillsdale professor 
Daniel M. Fisk, who was hired in 1872 and served as the 
first chairman of the natural sciences. During his time at 
Hillsdale, Fisk built up the museum’s holdings, including 
pre-Columbian cultural artifacts, an Egyptian mummy, 
flintlock pistols from the Revolutionary War, thousands of 
pounds of fossils and minerals, and a collection of exotic 
plants and animals. 
BRENDAN CLAREY, ’18
FISK MUSEUM ACQUIRES  TRICERATOPS SKELETON 
INSET: Tyler and Caitlin Horning (with 
their children George and Luke) donated 
the triceratops skeleton (MAIN PHOTO) 
to Hillsdale’s Daniel M. Fisk Museum.
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Former Hillsdale professor and 
counselor Charles “Chuck” Johnson, 87, 
passed away on January 22, 2018, leaving a 
legacy of love for all who knew him. 
Johnson and his wife Madelyn were 
hired by the College Baptist Church in 1986. 
Two years later, the College hired Chuck 
as a lecturer in sociology. He co-taught a 
marriage and family course with Madelyn 
and served as a counselor for students, 
faculty, and staff.
“Chuck was a wonderful person, full of 
hope, wisdom, and humility,” said Vice 
President for Student Affairs Diane Philipp. 
“He was unwavering in his commitment 
to the College, in his love for our students, 
faculty, and staff, and in his concern 
for their well-being over the past three 
decades.” 
In late February, members of the College and local communities gathered for a memorial service at College Baptist 
Church, singing hymns and reading Bible passages that Johnson had prepared for the occasion.
HANNAH NIEMEIER, ’18
FORMER PROFESSOR AND COUNSELOR 
CHUCK JOHNSON PASSES AWAY
SENIOR HANS NOYES CREATES 
EXHIBIT ON HILLSDALE’S 
RELIGIOUS HISTORY
Senior history major Hans Noyes, ’18, focused on Hillsdale’s 
religious history in his Museum Studies senior project. In January, 
Noyes gave a presentation to students, faculty, and staff in Mossey 
Library, where his exhibit remained for the spring semester.
Among the facts Noyes presented: Hillsdale was established as 
a Christian school by Free Will Baptists and was affiliated with 
that denomination for roughly 70 years; the College’s Articles of 
Association state that “it shall be a conspicuous aim to teach by 
precept and example the essentials of the Christian faith and 
religion”; the College had a seminary for a time in the late 1800s, and 
students were required to attend chapel until the mid-1960s; and 
Hillsdale has always welcomed students of all denominations.
Noyes’ exhibit contained many archival materials, including 
a 1978 Christian Studies brochure, a nineteenth-century College 
Baptist Church Bible, and photos and correspondence from Edmund 
Fairfield, an early president of Hillsdale, and of Hillsdale’s “grand old 
man” Ransom Dunn. 
Noyes plans to enroll in a graduate program in museum 
conservation and eventually become a professional conservator. 
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
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Fifteen years ago, the 
principal of Hillsdale 
Preparatory, a K-8 charter 
school, asked Professor of 
Classics Joseph Garnjobst 
to recruit members of the 
classics honorary to teach 
Latin at the school. Until now, 
Hillsdale students have done 
so on a volunteer basis. But 
thanks to the efforts of Brian 
Hall, ’18, they will do so in the 
future through an accredited 
Latin Teaching Program, 
earning college credit along 
the way.
Over a two-year period, 
Hall has guided the program 
through accreditation, drafting 
administrative documents, 
coordinating with College 
Registrar Doug McArthur 
to register the program 
for internship credit, and 
instituting a new curriculum 
to prepare students for the 
National Latin Exam.
Hall, the program’s first 
administrator, says the 
teaching program meets 
a need both for Hillsdale 
Preparatory and for Hillsdale 
College: “We’re bringing 
Latin to students who 
wouldn’t have it otherwise. 
We’re meeting a need in 
the community for learning 
basics in classical languages, 
and Hillsdale College 
students are able to get some 
student-teaching experience.”
As a result of Hall’s efforts, 
the program is growing: 
there are now more student 
applicants than available 
positions. 
HANNAH NIEMEIER, ’18
LATIN 
TEACHING 
PROGRAM
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Carrie Bieganek, ‘19, assists a student at Hillsdale Preparatory School.
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TAKE A BOW
THEATRE PROFESSOR 
GEORGE ANGELL RETIRES
PROFESSOR OF THEATRE George Angell 
arrived at Hillsdale College in 1984 with the understanding 
that he would stay for one year. Thirty-four years later, he has 
directed nearly 100 shows.
“My favorite show is whichever one I’m working on at the 
moment,” Angell says, “although one of the highlights of 
my career was our performance of Macbeth that we took to 
Milwaukee.” Another highlight was performing summer shows 
at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe.
Angell received his undergraduate degree in theatre from 
Tufts University and his graduate degree from the University 
of Massachusetts at Amherst. 
 “The most important part of my experience here at Hillsdale 
has been the students,” Angell says. “There are so many of 
them that I have stayed in touch with, and they have become 
significant parts of my life.” 
He has also enjoyed working with his faculty colleagues.
 “Theatre is a collaborative activity, and you have to be on the 
same wavelength as the people with whom you’re creating,” 
Angell says. “There has been a really good crew here for a long 
time.”
Angell says that theatre puts the liberal arts into practice, 
because it employs knowledge gained in many different 
branches of study.
“Everything we study on this campus shows up in the 
theatre,” Angell says. “For example, lighting and sound 
design require an understanding of physics; set and costume 
design make use of chemistry; and foreign languages, history, 
psychology, economics, and politics all make their way into 
performances.”
Angell considers his career at Hillsdale well spent.
“I feel I have accomplished something and was not just 
marking time,” Angell says. “I have always been a strong 
proponent of the College’s approach to the liberal arts and the 
idea that all areas of study are connected.”
BRENDAN CLAREY, ’18
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“CELL”-EBRATE
PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY 
ROBERT MILLER RETIRES
DR. BOB MILLER has retired after 20 years of 
teaching biology and directing student research at Hillsdale 
College. 
Miller received his Ph.D. from the University of Iowa 
in 1989 and received a postdoctoral fellowship from the 
National Institutes of Health. He taught at Knox College 
and Grand View College prior to coming to Hillsdale. A 
developmental biologist and geneticist, he has taught 
courses in those fields as well as cell and molecular biology 
and the core biology course. 
Miller has published 25 scientific papers since coming to 
Hillsdale, many of them co-authored by Hillsdale students. 
“I put together a list of questions for the students working 
with me,” he says, “which I then pare down to five or six, 
so we can cluster the questions and the information. With 
everyone working on the paper pulling his or her own 
weight, we complete manuscripts collaboratively.”
For the past 20 years, Miller has studied embryonic 
exposure to alcohol and embryonic hyperglycemia in chick 
brains, and whether embryonic exposure to antioxidants can 
alleviate the effects. In recent years, he has also collaborated 
on the study of cryopreservation of spermatozoa with 
scientists in Australia and Norway.
Miller has aimed above all to help his students grow 
intellectually, whether they were preparing for careers in 
medicine or research or were non-science majors fulfilling 
their core requirement: “I always wanted my students to 
see how science relates to the liberal arts and to the world 
around us.” 
BRENDAN CLAREY, ’18
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HOME AWAY FROM HOME—GALLOWAY
A yearlong renovation of Galloway Hall began 
this summer, the latest in a series of residence hall 
renovations. Along with significant improvements to 
Galloway comes the end of a tradition—artwork on the 
walls. Our staff photographer captured some photos of 
the artwork prior to the beginning of construction.
What are your memories of Galloway Hall? In 
this new feature, we’ll spotlight a building or place 
on campus in each issue. Share your memories on 
Facebook at facebook.com/hillsdalecollegemichigan, or 
e-mail your memories to magazine@hillsdale.edu.
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THE LIBERTY PRINCESS COMPANY was 
founded to deliver messages about truth, goodness, and 
beauty to local children. Its volunteer employees, drawn 
from Hillsdale College’s student body, dress as princesses 
and other characters and appear at birthday parties, 
daddy-daughter dances, and other community functions.
The company began as a dream in 2015 for Gianna 
Marchese, ’17, now the College’s Social Media Coordinator: 
“I saw a need for strong female role models in the 
community. I thought it would be fun to get a group of 
women together, dress in costume, and reach out to 
children.” 
Marchese recruited a few friends, bought a sewing 
machine, and began creating costumes. She advertised 
on campus and held auditions, looking for women “with 
the heart of a princess.” There was also training—and 
rules: no cell phones or other trappings of modernity are 
allowed in costume.
“Each party features a ‘coronation,’” says the company’s 
former student director Andrea Wallace, ’18. “We tell 
young girls that they are beautiful, special, and loved, 
because God made them that way.” The princesses also 
sing, dance, and give lessons in etiquette.
 “A lot of local kids can’t afford to visit theme parks,” 
Marchese says, and Liberty Princess provides them 
a magical experience. Customers pay only what, if 
anything, they can afford, and all donations go toward 
building up the company. “We also aim to liberate 
girls from the idea that they aren’t beautiful enough,” 
Marchese adds. “We teach them that inner beauty is what 
matters.” 
In April, the group led a one-day ministry event at 
the Salvation Army Family Store in Hillsdale. The event 
featured Bible stories, crafts, and activities such as 
fishing for heavenly treasures.
 Current student director Ana Bogdanovich, ’21, 
describes the work as “high-stakes improv.” “We have to 
be knowledgeable,” she explains, “so we can handle the 
difficult requests that come our way, like reciting the 
names of the Little Mermaid’s six sisters.” 
In recent months, Liberty Princess has added princes 
and science fiction characters to the mix. Forty students 
currently volunteer their time, and Marchese hopes to 
register the company as a non-profit.
“I love to watch my volunteers use this platform to 
teach children something valuable,” she says. “I feel like 
the fairy godmother now, helping to make dreams come 
true.”
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
THE LIBERTY PRINCESS COMPANY
PROVIDING ROYAL SERVICE TO LOCAL CHILDREN
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Q&A WITH ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION BOARD 
PRESIDENT MARIANNE 
ROTOLE, ’95
MARIANNE ROTOLE MAJORED IN ENGLISH AND MINORED IN HISTORY 
AND COMMUNICATIONS AT HILLSDALE. SHE IS CURRENTLY A SENIOR 
VICE PRESIDENT AT OCTAGON MARKETING NORTH AMERICA.
Hillsdale Magazine: Can you briefly describe your post-college 
career? 
Marianne Rotole: When I was at Hillsdale, I thought I might go 
into broadcasting or journalism, and I interned at WCSR, the local 
radio station. After graduation, I moved to Chicago because of 
its wealth of media outlets. I got an internship at a sports radio 
station, but quickly realized that was not where I wanted to be. 
My Hillsdale speech professor, John Lama, had encouraged me 
to pursue a career in public relations, and I decided to take a 
one-year internship with the Chicago Bulls’ Media Services Department—this was during the 1996-97 championship 
season. I then went to work at a PR firm and later accepted an offer to return to the Bulls full time. After that I worked 
for the Chicago Marathon for four years, and in 2010 I joined Octagon, an international sports marketing agency, where 
I currently manage two West Coast-based accounts—Taco Bell and Kaiser Permanente—with regard to their sports 
sponsorships, with the goal of driving their sales and building their brands. 
HM: How has your Hillsdale background most helped your career?
MR: For one thing, my Hillsdale education helped me to understand human nature. In my field, it’s critical to 
understand what motivates people. I also value the communication skills I developed. I interview college graduates 
these days who cannot speak or write well, both of which are essential in marketing. Hillsdale alumni communicate 
well; they can back up their arguments concisely, which is critical to the business of articulating ideas, selling 
services, and reporting meaningful results. 
HM: You have served for five years on the Alumni Board Career Services Committee. How can alumni help out in 
this area?
MR: During the spring semester, I and 24 other alumni conducted mock interviews with students on campus. We 
were able to provide them with valuable feedback concerning communication skills, body language, and handling 
challenging questions. I invite my fellow alumni to participate in this program, as well as in student mentoring. The 
sheer number of career options can be overwhelming for students, so it’s important to have a broad base of alumni 
available to help.
HM: What is the Alumni Board’s goal?
MR: We want to cultivate an active alumni base that cares about and supports its alma mater by donating time, 
talent, and treasure. We encourage alumni to attend Hillsdale events, whether on campus or off, and in general to keep 
a strong relationship with the College and help build the alumni network. Alumni can also share their professional 
knowledge and expertise with students and recent graduates. Whether by helping Career Services or serving as 
an advisor to a Greek house or campus organization, they can help guide students in the areas of leadership and 
professional development. And of course we want to encourage a culture of giving back. Every contribution matters, 
regardless of size, and a strong base of alumni support is essential for the long-term health of the College.
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
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BREAKING 
BREAD, 
BUILDING 
COMMUNITY
LEA JONES HUNT, ’13, FEEDS DETROIT
GATHER AIMS to be more than just a restaurant. Tucked in a small storefront in the heart of Detroit’s 
Eastern Market district, it seeks to draw the community together through locally sourced food, an inviting 
atmosphere, and charity projects.
A marketing/management major at Hillsdale, Lea Jones Hunt, ’13, always wanted to own a business. Halfway 
through college, Kyle, her high school sweetheart and a student at Lake Superior State, suggested they start a 
restaurant. “I liked the idea,” Hunt recalls. They married after graduation and worked in California and Chicago before 
returning to their native Detroit, where they took jobs at Quicken Loans. Yet their dream of starting a restaurant 
remained a priority. 
They knew they wanted to be in the Eastern Market district. “It’s the perfect blend of history, culture, and fresh 
food from the farmers market,” Hunt says. They found a building that had once housed a meatpacking shop and more 
recently an artist studio. “The building was in good shape, but we had to reconfigure it,” Hunt says.
Once they hired a chef, they held “pop-up” dinners in their apartment, experimenting with different menu items 
before the restaurant opened. It was during one of these dinners that Hunt coined the restaurant’s name. “I knew we 
should call it Gather,” she says. “We want guests to gather at the table, sharing food and conversation.”
Opened in May 2017, Gather offers a seasonal menu. Everything is made from scratch, and most ingredients come 
from Eastern Market vendors. To support the community, the Hunts began Burger Wednesdays, where guests can 
enjoy a $5 burger with a donation to that month’s Detroit-based charity. 
Hunt finds her Hillsdale education helpful in meeting challenges. “My work in Professor King’s marketing classes 
gave me the confidence to plan and start a business,” she says. “And I often think back on Dr. Blackstock’s business 
ethics course.” 
“We’re a genuine mom and pop business,” Hunt says. “We envision staying that way as we support our community.”
MONICA VANDERWEIDE, ’95
Lea and Kyle Hunt
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SPENCER AND BAILEY Arlinghaus 
Amaral, ’14, ’16, aim to teach young Americans about 
freedom, faith, and virtue through the Windrose Project, a 
leadership development organization. The project, whose 
name evokes the directional markings on a compass, 
sponsors educational seminars, local service projects, 
and an annual trip to the nation’s capital. Over 2,000 
students, ranging in age from 13 to 25, have participated 
in the project in Chicago, Dallas, Houston, and Los 
Angeles.
Bailey launched the project in 2015 in Texas—where 
Spencer was enrolled in Dallas Theological Seminary—as 
a way to teach civics outside the school system. Spencer 
joined the project in 2016, and soon realized he was in an 
entirely new teaching environment.
“Regardless of whether we’re teaching immigrants or 
those who were born here, many of our students don’t 
understand what it means to be an American, because 
they weren’t taught civics,” Spencer says. “We explore 
big themes, such as why America is unique as the first 
country in the world founded on an idea: ‘All men are 
created equal.’”
 “We organize small groups to study the Constitution 
and its history,” Bailey says. “We tell stories about 
America in a way to try to connect with people who 
haven’t heard them.”
Students who attend classes, as well as those who 
learn remotely, are also encouraged to take part in 
monthly service projects: “Instead of waiting for the 
government to do things,” Bailey says, “we teach students 
to act on their own initiative.” 
A trip to the nation’s capital began as a recruiting 
tool, but is rapidly becoming the centerpiece of their 
curriculum. “The Washington, D.C., Leadership Summit is 
an all-expenses-paid program,” Spencer says. “We select 
participants based on an essay and video competition 
that focuses on natural rights and the proper role of 
government.”
The Amarals are opening new chapters in Detroit and 
Portland this summer, and have four more chapters in 
the works.
HANNAH NIEMEIER, ’18
UNDERSTANDING 
AMERICA
SPENCER AND BAILEY AMARAL LAUNCH WINDROSE PROJECT
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PETER HIGHLANDER, ’07, is a 
founding member of the American Orthopedic Society 
of 3-D Printing. A reconstructive foot and ankle 
surgeon in Bellevue, Ohio, he has made headlines 
recently for his custom 3-D printed implants. 
 “Six months ago, I performed the first total custom 
ankle replacement in the state of Ohio,” Highlander 
says, “and from there I have done many other custom 
bone and joint replacements including metatarsals, 
navicular, and custom deformity corrections.”
The ankle-replacement patient, a healthy woman in 
her 30s with a deformed ankle resulting from a motor 
vehicle accident, had been told by numerous doctors 
that amputation was the only option. But within 
months after Highlander’s surgery, she was walking 
normally.
After graduating from Hillsdale, Highlander 
received his doctorate and master’s degrees from 
Barry University in Miami Shores, Florida, and 
completed his residency at the University of 
Pittsburgh Medical Center. He has written a dozen 
peer-reviewed journal articles and has been invited 
to co-author a textbook. He is the director and 
founder of the Wound Reconstruction Center at 
Bellevue Hospital, a consultant for two orthopedic 
implant companies, and an adjunct assistant clinical 
professor at the Arizona School of Podiatric Medicine.
“The expectation of doing well is pretty ubiquitous 
at Hillsdale,” Highlander says. “I was a chemistry 
major, which was very difficult, and learning how to 
write well made me a better medical researcher.” 
Highlander is married to Lindsey Stevens, ’06, and 
they have three children.
BRENDAN CLAREY, ’18
A (3-D) FOOT 
ABOVE THE 
REST
PETER HIGHLANDER PERFORMS 
3-D ANKLE REPLACEMENT
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ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTS THREE INDIVIDUALS 
AND ONE TEAM
ASHLEE CROWDER, ’13 
The all-time leader in kills (1,703) for the Hillsdale College volleyball program, Ashlee 
Crowder was a three-time All-American, GLIAC Player of the Year in 2010 and 2011, and 
Midwest Region Player of the Year in 2010. She led the Chargers to GLIAC championships in 
2009, 2010, and 2011. The 2011 team was the first in school history to win an NCAA Division 
II regional championship and advance to the Final Four. Crowder is currently an assistant 
coach with the University of Indianapolis.
ANDRE HOLMES, ’11 
Andre Holmes is the all-time leader in career receptions and receiving yards for the 
Hillsdale College football program, and holds the single-season record in both categories. 
He was a starting wide receiver on Hillsdale’s NCAA Division II playoff teams in 2009 and 
2010, and his 16 catches in the 2010 regional playoff game remains a Hillsdale single-game 
record. Currently with the Buffalo Bills—he played previously with the Dallas Cowboys and 
the Oakland Raiders—he recently completed his sixth season in the NFL. 
AMANDA PUTT ECCLESTON, ’12 
A three-time NCAA Division II national champion, Amanda Putt Eccleston took first 
place in the mile run and the 800 meter run at the 2012 NCAA Division II Indoor Track 
Championships. Later that year, she captured the outdoor track national championship in 
the 1500 meter run, and was the 2012 NCAA Division II Women’s Track Athlete of the Year. 
She fell only .03 seconds short of qualifying for the 2016 U.S. Olympic Team in the 1500 
meter run, continues to train, and hopes to qualify for the 2020 Olympic Games in Tokyo.
1969 FOOTBALL TEAM  
One of the best football teams coached by Frank “Muddy” Waters, the 1969 Hillsdale 
College football team went 8-1 during the regular season and qualified for the NAIA national 
playoffs. The team led the nation in scoring, averaging 33.1 points per game, and outscored 
its final three regular season opponents 145-8. Tailback Dick Kraatz led the NAIA in 
individual scoring. And two players on the team—Chester Marcol and Archie Robinson—
became NFL draft picks.
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NATIONAL CHAMPS!
For the fifth consecutive year and sixth time 
overall, Hillsdale’s shotgun team claimed the top 
spot at the ACUI Division III International Collegiate 
Clay Targets Championships, held March 26-31 in 
San Antonio, Texas. 
Hillsdale’s nine-student team posted a winning 
score of 2,401 in a field of 25 Division III teams. The 
Chargers took first place in five of six events, taking 
home the top prize in the Sporting Clays, Super 
Sporting, International Trap, International Skeet, 
and American Skeet events.
Seniors Jordan Hintz and Drew Lieske capped 
their collegiate careers by earning All- American 
honors, ranking among the top 20 highest-scoring 
shooters out of a field of more than 800 competitors 
representing 83 colleges. Lieske earned All-
American honors in all four years of his college 
career.
In the individual open standings, which combine all 
shooters regardless of division, Lieske was third with 
569 out of 600 targets. Hintz came in with 554, which 
secured him the 16th overall position.
First place International Skeet winners Drew 
Lieske, Lucas Pieraccini, and Matt Grunzweig.
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PHOTO COURTESY OF KYLE NIERMANN
CHARGER SLUGGERS 
WIN CONFERENCE  
CHAMPIONSHIPS
HILLSDALE’S BASEBALL AND SOFTBALL TEAMS JOINED THE LONG LIST OF ATHLETIC TEAMS 
TO WIN G-MAC CHAMPIONSHIPS THIS ACADEMIC YEAR.
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BASEBALL
With a 15-2 win over Kentucky Wesleyan College, the Charger baseball team won its 
first-ever conference tournament title and earned an automatic bid to the NCAA Division 
II Midwest Regional tournament for only the second time in program history. Sophomore 
Joe Hamrick pitched all seven innings, allowed two runs and eight hits, and struck out one. 
Junior catcher Steven Ring hit three home runs and had a conference record 9 RBI. Ring now 
has 35 home runs—a Hillsdale career record—including 15 this season. Jake Hoover, ’20, Colin 
Hites, ’19, and James Krick, ’21, were all named First-Team All-Conference.
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SOFTBALL
The Charger softball team won the 2018 Great Midwest Athletic Conference tournament 
championship with a 4-1 win over Kentucky Wesleyan and received an automatic bid to the 
NCAA Division II Midwest Regional Tournament for the second time ever. Freshman pitcher 
Erin Hunt won four conference tournament games, pitching 27 innings in three days and 
striking out 34 batters with three walks. Hunt and junior Katie Kish were named First Team 
All-Conference, while junior Jessica Taylor received honorable mention All-Conference. 
Kish was also named First Time All-Region by the Division II Conference Commissioner’s 
Association and Second-Team All-American by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association.
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CONFERENCE CHAMPS AGAIN!
WOMEN’S OUTDOOR TRACK CLAIMS TITLE
THE CHARGER WOMEN’S track team won the 2018 G-MAC 
Outdoor Track and Field championship, held in Hillsdale 
on May 5, sweeping by wide margins all three track and 
cross-country conference titles in its first year in the 
G-MAC. 
Event highlights include:
• Freshman Carmen Botha won the 400-meter 
hurdles, setting a new G-MAC record with a time of 
1:02.48. 
• Zalonya Eby was named the 2018 G-MAC Women’s 
Freshman of the Meet, finishing first and setting a 
new G-MAC record in the 200-meter run (24.24) .
• Sophomore Abbie Porter won the 800-meter run in 
2:10.45. 
• Senior Chloe Ohlgren won the long jump with a 
mark of 5.51 meters and the triple jump with a 
mark of 11.63 meters, a new G-MAC record.
• Senior Hannah McIntyre won the 10,000-meter run 
with a G-MAC record time of 36:50.18. 
• Senior captain Rachael Tolsma won the hammer 
throw with a mark of 54.61 meters.
BRAD MONASTIERE
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM CLINCHES THIRD 
CONFERENCE TITLE
THE HILLSDALE COLLEGE women’s basketball team defeated the University of Findlay 81-70 to 
claim the G-MAC Tournament championship—the third conference tournament title in program history—and received 
an automatic bid to the NCAA Division II Midwest Regional Tournament. 
First-year Head Coach Matt Fritsche led a team that excelled offensively, a characteristic on full display in the 
championship game, as Hillsdale shot 50 percent from the field and 87 percent from the free throw line. Four of the 
team’s five starters scored in double figures, led by a 22-point performance from junior Brittany Gray. Junior Makenna 
Ott scored 12 points, Senior Allie Dittmer 17 points, and Junior Allie Dewire (pictured) 16 points.
BRAD MONASTIERE
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DEACON AARON FRIAR
DOUBLE WINNERS!
TENNIS TEAMS CLINCH G-MAC TITLES
30
IN APRIL, the Charger men’s and women’s tennis 
teams, both undefeated in regular season conference 
play, captured the 2018 G-MAC Tennis Tournament 
championships in Owensboro, Kentucky. 
The men’s team took a 2-1 lead over Walsh University 
after doubles play, thanks to a pair of dominating wins 
by the top two doubles teams: junior Justin Hyman 
and sophomore Charlie Adams (8-0) and senior Dugan 
Delp and junior John Ciraci (8-1). Entering singles play, 
Hillsdale needed just three wins, and got them in short 
order. Adams won 6-1, 6-1, sophomore Milan Mirkovic 
(the G-MAC Player of the Year) won 6-3, 6-1, and  Delp (the 
team’s lone senior) clinched the championship with a 6-1, 
6-0 win.
The women’s team also defeated Walsh University 
5-1. Junior Madeline Bissett secured the title-clinching 
victory in a 6-2, 6-1 decision. Other singles wins were 
earned by sophomore Katie Bell (6-3, 6-4), and sophomore 
Kamryn Matthews (6-2, 6-1). The Chargers took a 2-1 lead 
after doubles play, thanks to an 8-0 win by Bell and junior 
Corinne Prost and an 8-0 win by Bissett and Matthews. 
Thanks to the win, the women’s team (14-4 overall) 
received an automatic bid to the NCAA Division II 
Midwest Regional tournament.
BRAD MONASTIERE
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HOW DO I SUBMIT NEWS?
Send it in the enclosed business 
reply envelope, or e-mail it to 
magazine@hillsdale.edu.
Please limit your submissions to 250 
words.
Please include class years and Greek 
designations of alumni. 
Photos should be submitted 
electronically (.jpg, .tif, .eps) at 
original size. Do not reduce the file 
size when emailing! Scan at 300 dpi 
or set your digital camera to Fine/
Superfine.
ALUMNI NEWS
1960s
SuSan Payne WoodroW, ’62, 
has formed Michigan Youth 
Bridge, Inc. (MYB), a 501(c) 
public charity whose mission 
is to teach children, ages 10-
16, how to play bridge and to 
develop them into tournament 
bridge players, perhaps 
even on a professional level 
ultimately. The math-driven 
logic and deductive reasoning 
of bridge, coupled with the 
discussions in bidding and 
social nature of the game, 
increase the students’ scores 
on standardized tests. MYB 
and the American Contract 
Bridge League (ACBL) are 
sponsoring a weeklong camp 
this summer, where the 
campers learn bridge and play 
with a partner each evening 
against the other campers 
in an ACBL-sanctioned 
tournament in which they 
can win “masterpoints.” Many 
bridge professionals, who 
make from $30,000 to $500,000 
a year, started to play when 
they were in middle school.  
1980s
CedriC riChner, ’86, was 
recently selected to serve on 
the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Directors for The 
Giving Institute in the role of 
board secretary. Previously, 
Cedric served as co-chair of 
the association’s Program and 
Education Committee, and 
co-chair of its 2017 Summer 
Symposium that convened in 
Detroit. Founded in 1935, The 
Giving Institute’s members are 
fundraising consulting firms 
and allied providers that serve 
nonprofit organizations and 
actively champion thought 
leadership in advancing 
philanthropy. Cedric is the 
president and co-founder of 
the Ann Arbor fundraising con-
sulting firm Richner + Richner, 
established in 1997. 
1990s
On March 15, 2018, four 
Hillsdale alumni met in 
New York City for the film 
premier of Above All Things 
by director MoniCa Brady, 
’93. Pictured left to right are 
MoniCa Brady, ’93, Margee 
Brady Moore, ’88, Kerry 
BaKer-reif, ’90, and evelyn 
Brady-WatterS, ’90. Monica 
Brady wrote and directed this 
humorous and suspenseful 
film that is quickly becoming 
a cult classic. Monica and her 
sister Evelyn own and run the 
only annual award show for 
movie premiers: The Golden 
Trailer Awards in Los Angeles. 
Above All Things is available 
to watch on Amazon Prime.
Steven KaPetanSKy, ’99, 
was promoted to the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel in the Ohio 
Air National Guard where he 
serves as flight surgeon to the 
166th Air Refueling Squadron, 
Columbus, Ohio. He recently 
deployed with his unit to Al-
Udeid Air Base, Qatar, where 
he served as the “Tanker Doc” 
to the 350th Expeditionary Air 
Refueling Squadron as part of 
Operations Freedom Sentinel 
and Inherent Resolve. After 
logging 18 combat refueling 
sorties in the skies over eight 
Middle Eastern countries (and 
one harrowing camel ride), 
Steven earned the Air Force 
Combat Air Medal. He has a 
country practice in Lancaster, 
Ohio.
2000s
heather SPoltMan dre-
BenStedt, ’00, and Molly 
KlingenBerger roMMel, 
’00, were recently honored as 
“Forty under 40” recipients by 
Greater Fort Wayne Business 
Weekly. Chosen by a panel of 
judges among hundreds of 
nominations, the honor names 
40 individuals younger than 40 
who are making a difference 
in northeast Indiana both on 
the job and in the community. 
Heather is a financial planner 
for Summit Consultants, Inc., 
and Molly serves as direc-
tor of marketing for Barrett 
McNagny, both in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana.
CharleS roBiSon, ’00, was 
recently appointed as the new 
State Director for USDA Rural 
Development in Montana. 
He will begin his new role on 
November 27, 2018, after the 
close of big game season. 
Charles first worked for USDA 
as a Forest Service wildland 
firefighter in the late 1990s, on 
an engine crew, as a Hotshot 
and as a helitack rappeller. 
He earned degrees in law and 
business from the University 
of Montana, and he received 
the American FFA degree in 
1996. He then practiced law in 
Helena with Attorney General 
Tim Fox at the Gough, Shana-
han, Johnson & Waterman law 
firm, where he represented 
family businesses, farmers, 
ranchers and Montana mines. 
Charles served four years as 
state director for U.S. Senator 
Steve Daines. Most recently, he 
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served as chief of staff to U.S. 
Congressman Greg Gianforte.  
Charles cites the struggles of 
rural Montana families as his 
inspiration for public service. 
A Montana native, he grew up 
irrigating hay fields and work-
ing cattle on his grandparents’ 
ranch near Ennis. He and his 
wife Rachel live in Helena with 
their two children, where he 
enjoys hunting, fishing, build-
ing snowmen with his kids, 
and teaching them to ski.
ChriStoPher SChaBerg, ’00, 
has written two new books. 
Airportness: The Nature of 
Flight was published in Sep-
tember 2017, and has garnered 
reviews and mentions in Times 
Literary Supplement, Slate, 
The Paris Review, Wanderlust, 
and Business Insider (Poland). 
The book “takes the reader on 
a single day’s journey through 
all the routines and stages of 
an ordinary flight” in order to 
discover “the nature of flight.” 
His book, The Work of Litera-
ture in the Age of Post-Truth, 
will be published in July 2018. 
In this book, Chris defends the 
role of a liberal arts education 
and study in the humanities 
even as such traditions may 
seem useless by modern cul-
tural standards. Chris is an 
associate professor of English 
and environmental studies at 
Loyola University New Orleans. 
E-mail: christopherschaberg@
gmail.com
KirSten BloCK anderSon, 
’12, of the University of Notre 
Dame has received a Fulbright 
U.S. Student Program award to 
Germany in philosophy from 
the U.S. Department of State 
and the J. William Fulbright 
Foreign Scholarship Board. She 
will conduct research at the 
University of Bonn for a project 
on Plato’s metaphysics, prelim-
inary to her dissertation on the 
fourth-century Greek theolo-
gian and philosopher, Gregory 
of Nyssa. Kirsten is one of more 
than 1,900 U.S. citizens who 
will conduct research, teach 
English, and provide expertise 
abroad for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year through the Ful-
bright U.S. Student Program. 
Recipients of Fulbright awards 
are selected on the basis of 
academic and professional 
achievement as well as record 
of service and leadership 
potential in their respective 
fields. E-mail: kirstenhopean-
derson@gmail.com
WEDDINGS
2000s
Matt henry, ’01, ato, married 
Danielle Bolin on March 17, 
2018, in Charleston, South 
Carolina. The couple lives in 
Warwick, Rhode Island, where 
Matt works as district manager 
for Penske Truck Leasing.
anaStaSia ealey, ’09, and 
Jeremiah Wilson were married 
in an intimate ceremony 
at Rose Point Reformed 
Presbyterian Church in New 
Castle, Pennsylvania, on 
November 18, 2017. ChriStina 
Miller hirSt, ’09, was matron 
of honor. Other Hillsdale gradu-
ates in attendance include 
eMily droege, ’10, and MiriaM 
Poole, ’11. Jeremiah and 
Anastasia currently reside in 
northwestern Pennsylvania, 
where he works full time while 
attending seminary. Anastasia 
works from home as an editor 
and social media page man-
ager.
2010s
Molly C. doran, ’10, KKg/Sai, 
married Nathan Landes on 
May 13, 2017, in Bloomington, 
Indiana. Members of the wed-
ding party included natalie 
doran Curran, ’12, KKg/Sai; 
ellen ClineS SegerStroM, 
’10, Sai; aManda hall, ’10, 
KKg/Sai; lauren griBBle 
KunKel, ’10, KKg; Sarah 
larSon traylor, ’10, KKg; 
eMily thieSSen Sarver, ’10, 
Sai; and Matt hatty, ’10. The 
couple lives in Providence, 
Rhode Island. Both are com-
pleting Ph.D.s in musicology, 
and Molly currently teaches at 
Northeastern University and at 
the Dedham School of Music. 
She can be reached at 
mollycdoran@gmail.com.
aManda Snider, ’11, KKg, 
was married to Dustin Doren 
on September 30, 2017. The 
ceremony took place at the 
Davison United Methodist 
Church in Davison, Michigan, 
with a reception following 
at YMCA Camp Copneconic 
in Fenton. Members of her 
bridal party included Hillsdale 
alumni: Katie delaPP, ’10, KKg, 
as maid of honor along with 
aManda laCava, ’11, KKg, and 
erin Whaley WiSKa, ’12, KKg, 
as bridesmaids and aaron 
Snider, ’13, SC, as a grooms-
man. Other Hillsdale alumni 
in attendance were Colleen 
daviS ZurCher, ’09, KKg; 
Margo WilliaMS Millard, ’11, 
KKg; Marianne delaPP, ’11, 
KKg; Cortney donovan ClauS, 
’11, KKg; Kaitlin hoeft, ’11, 
KKg; elliott BraMan, ’11, SC; 
MattheW and andrea rotary 
delaPP, ’13, SC, KKg; Joe 
viviano, ’11, SC; Brad MitZner, 
’14, SC; and ryan WiSKa, ’11, 
dSP.
eMMa vinton, ’16, and 
doMiniC reStuCCia, ’16, dtd, 
were married on August 
12, 2017, at Old St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Whitmore 
Lake, Michigan. A number 
of Hillsdale alumni were 
in attendance. The couple 
now resides in Alexandria, 
Virginia, where Emma works 
in communications for the 
Archdiocese of Washington 
and Dominic works for the 
House of Representatives with 
a Michigan congressman.
BIRTHS
2000s
SCott and anna MerSino 
WoyCiK, ’01, Co, welcomed 
their sixth child, Gabriella 
Rose Woycik, on January 22, 
2016. She weighed 8 pounds, 4 
ounces, and was 20 3/4 inches 
long. Gabriella is joined by 
her siblings Andrew, age 12; 
Maria, age 11; Thomas, age 8; 
Alexander, age 5; and Gina, age 
4. The Woycik family resides in 
Monclova, Ohio.
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nileS eMeriCK, ’03, and his 
wife Alison welcomed their 
first child, a son, Nigel Philip, 
on March 14, 2017. He weighed 
9 pounds, 12 ounces, and 
was 22 inches long. He was 
welcomed by Daisy the dog 
and the family’s five chickens. 
The Emericks live in Denver, 
Colorado.
Winnie gardiner duBoiS, ’10, 
PBP, and her husband Ryan 
welcomed their daughter, 
Wylie Jane, on March 9, 2018. 
The family lives in Denver, 
Colorado.
OBITUARIES
1940s
dr. Carl e. yager, ’40, age 99, 
of Tiffin, Ohio, passed away 
on February 26, 2018. Carl was 
born on December 16, 1918, in 
West Unity, Ohio, to the late 
Marcus and Amanda Soldner 
Yager. He married P. Elaine 
Smith on November 27, 1936, 
and she preceded him in death 
on May 9, 2016.
After Hillsdale, Carl attended 
the University of Michigan 
Dental School and the Ohio 
State University Dental School. 
He retired on his 94th birth-
day after working for 67 years 
as a dentist in Tiffin. He was 
a member of St. Paul United 
Methodist Church, the Tiffin 
Elks Lodge, Mohawk Golf Club, 
a 70-year member of the Tiffin 
Lodge #77 F & AM, a 65-year 
member of the Clinton Council 
#47, Royal & Select Masons, the 
Zenobia Shrine, Tiffin Shrine 
Club, the De Molay Commandry 
#9, Royal Arch Mason, and an 
original member of the Tiffin 
Shrine Club Hornet Unit. Carl 
was a United States Army vet-
eran serving during WWII. 
Survivors include his children, 
Thomas (Andy Baker) Yager, 
Jack (Judy) Yager, Sue (Steven) 
Snavely; six grandchildren, 
Susan Smith, Angela Bennett, 
Brian Yager, Kimberly Jenkins, 
eMily dillen, ’98, and Mark 
Snavely; and 14 great-grand-
children. Carl was preceded 
in death by his parents, wife, 
daughters Susan Jane and 
Jo Ann Yager, sons Jerry and 
Dr. Robert Yager, brother Max 
Yager, and sisters Florence 
Steger and Lucile Filip.
1950s
ann daviS hentZ, ’51, passed 
away on February 23, 2018, at 
the age of 88. Ann was em-
ployed by the Pontifical College 
Josephinum for over 20 years 
as an accountant. She loved 
the many priests and friends 
she made there. Ann enjoyed 
making candles, blowing glass, 
and creating stained glass and 
cement stepping stones. She 
also wrote and self-published 
a family cookbook. Ann grad-
uated with a degree in home 
economics and later achieved 
an accounting degree. She 
loved throwing a great party. 
Ann was preceded in death by 
an infant son, Bruce; a brother, 
Donald; and her parents, 
Lawrence and Irma Diest 
Davis. She is survived by her 
loving husband of 36 years, 
John Thomas Hentz; children, 
Beth (Robert) Parsons, David 
Holtom, Linda (Mark) Bryant, 
Andrew (Michele) Holtom, and 
Rick Hentz; 20 grandchildren, 
Jennifer (Tony) Bilderback, 
Brian (Ginger) Parsons, Sarah 
(Ed) French, David Holtom Jr., 
Kelly (Josh) Stroud, Michael 
(Jessica) Lyon, Andrea (Chris) 
Kavalieros, Alison (Steven) 
Hughes, Andrew Bryant, 
Bethany Bryant, Josh (Candy) 
Bryant, Nick (Jenna) Holtom, 
Alex Holtom, Joe Holtom, 
Christine Hentz, David Hentz, 
Nicole Hentz, Sarah Hentz, 
Rachel (Chris) D’Orsi, Jake 
Hentz, and Alex Hentz; and 17 
great-grandchildren. 
Joan BouChard ludWig, ’52, 
KKg, passed away on February, 
27, 2018, following complica-
tions due to a brain aneurysm 
and surgery, one day short of 
her 87th birthday. Joan will 
always be remembered for her 
cheery disposition, her love 
of life and her family, and her 
amazing memory—always 
having a story, joke, or song to 
share, and never forgetting a 
birthday or holiday. Joan lived 
in Scottsdale, Arizona, and 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, roBert ludWig, ’52, 
dtd. She leaves behind two 
daughters, Judy Bartel and 
Cheryl Ludwig; two grand-
daughters, Brooke Wisda and 
Brittany Wertenberger; and one 
great-grandson, Elliot Wisda.
lillian franCiS dehart 
MCCann, ’52, passed away 
on February 5, 2018. She was 
born on February 22, 1930, in 
Weatherby, Missouri, to Donald 
and Olive DeHart. Lillian 
moved to Dearborn, Michigan, 
just as she was ready to begin 
high school. In 1948, Lillian 
went to Hillsdale College and 
joined Chi Omega sorority. 
On the recommendation of a 
sorority sister, she accepted 
a date from JaMeS MCCann, 
’50. They were married within 
the year on October 6, 1949. 
The next July they welcomed 
their daughter Kathleen, then 
a year later a second daughter, 
Maureen. James arrived in 
1955 and Wade in 1960. 
Lillian was active in the City 
of Livonia. She was a member 
and president of the Lawyers’ 
Wives, chairperson of Livonia 
Town Hall, and vice presi-
dent of the Livonia Historical 
Society. She was a Girl Scout 
leader and arranged for her 
troop to meet Helen Keller 
when she was speaking in 
Detroit. She was a volunteer 
horse riding instructor at John 
Ivory Farms, and a member 
of the Livonia Women’s Golf 
League for over 20 years. 
James and Lillian traveled 
the world for pleasure, to view 
historical sites, and to ski. 
Lillian is survived by her hus-
band, Judge James R. McCann, 
and children, Kathleen 
MCCann niCKin, ’73 (Norm), 
Maureen, James (Linda), and 
Wade (Gosia). She is also sur-
vived by grandchildren Amy 
and Eric Eiken-Sluyter, Jodi 
and John Prince, Christopher 
Nickin and Paula Fournier, 
Rian McCann Kaminski, 
Michael McCann, Meghan and 
Tom Varney, Amy and Mark 
Micallef, Katie McCann, Trevor 
McCann and Josie Hern, Tyler 
McCann and Sarah, and eight 
great-grandchildren. Lil is also 
survived by her sister Lu (Gene) 
Lehmann and many nieces 
and nephews. 
Paul Peter Morreale, ’54, 
passed away on October 17, 
2016, in Sterling Heights, 
Michigan, and was buried 
in Resurrection Cemetery in 
Clinton Township, Michigan.
CharleS SChlanderer, ’54, 
passed away on December 1, 
2017. Charlie is survived by 
his wife of 55 years, Judy, his 
brother and sister-in-law Paul 
and Brenda, daughter and son-
in-law Linda and Jason Brewer, 
son Charles, and five grand-
children: Megan, Jessica and 
Jacob Schlanderer, and Aidan 
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and Beau Brewer. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, Paul 
and Annie Maie Schlanderer, 
and youngest brother William. 
Born on September 13, 1932, 
in Detroit, Michigan, he 
moved to Ann Arbor in 1934, 
where his father, Paul Sr., was 
involved in the family jewelry 
business. Charlie later joined 
Schlanderer & Sons as the third 
generation. Working until he 
was 83, he loved what he did. 
He developed many treasured 
friendships from working 
downtown as well as growing 
up in Burns Park, playing golf 
at Barton Hills, and attending 
Hillsdale College. He was a 
lifelong coach, and especially 
enjoyed the time he spent 
with his kids and grandkids 
in the outdoors, on the golf 
course, and on the ice rink. He 
loved attending his grandchil-
dren’s activities, seeing them 
succeed, and celebrating their 
accomplishments. Charlie 
served his country in the 
Army after college, where he 
was stationed in Germany as 
Staff Sergeant to the Colonel, 
and he took this opportunity 
to explore Europe. He enjoyed 
countless weekends and vaca-
tions together with his family 
“Up North” at the cabin, and 
often traveled to Anna Maria 
Island in Florida for a break 
in the spring. He loved to see 
the stars up north, watch the 
sunset with Judy on the lake, 
and was often sighted having 
a beer and burger at Knight’s, 
Desi’s, or Duffy’s Tavern. His 
love of the outdoors, golf, hunt-
ing, fishing, and hockey lives 
on in all of his children and 
grandchildren. 
gerald l. “Jerry” van 
deuSen, ’55, passed away on 
February 22, 2018. He was 
born in Hillsdale, Michigan, 
on July 1, 1930, and raised and 
educated there. Though his 
siblings James (Marcia), Jack 
(Sue), Jon (Ginger), and Jill did 
not opt for a Hillsdale College 
education, Jerry can claim 
legacy status. His mother, 
Louise Moore, was a member of 
the class of 1928 and his uncle, 
Henry Van Deusen, graduated 
in 1915. Jerry continued his 
education at the University 
of Michigan, earning his M.A. 
in 1956. He then continued 
with studies at Oak Ridge 
National Laboratories for 
Nuclear Studies. His first job 
was teaching biology at St. 
Clair (Michigan) High School. 
He continued there until his 
retirement in 1986. For four 
years, Jerry served as a United 
Methodist pastor. For sever-
al years starting in 1994, he 
served as a missionary pastor. 
On February 4, 1956, Jerry 
married his college sweet-
heart, Joan Kish. Together 
they raised three sons: Jeffrey 
(Jamie), John (Susan Van 
Oort), and James, who died in 
1989. Jerry and Joan have five 
grandchildren: Christopher 
(Ania), Adam, Kathryn (John) 
LeMerise, Caroljean (Rich) 
Conrad, and James K., and 
one great-grandchild: Zosia 
Jadwiga VanDeusen. Among 
Jerry’s many interests were 
fishing, hunting, gardening, 
family history, and photog-
raphy. His travels included a 
journey to the Far East, courte-
sy of the U.S. Army, and a 1970 
trip to Seoul, Korea, when he 
accompanied two students to 
International Science Youth 
Day. A trip to Alaska in 2001 
included a cruise, sightseeing 
excursion inland, and an op-
portunity to visit family resid-
ing there. His most treasured 
travels for 40 years have been 
the annual treks to the family 
cottage on the Bruce Peninsula 
in Ontario. 
Joan e. van deuSen, ’55, 
passed away on February 
27, 2018. She was born in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on August 22, 
1933, to John G. and Annabelle 
Brooks Kish, and spiritually re-
born on February 11, 1975. Joan 
completed a master’s degree in 
guidance and counseling from 
the University of Michigan 
School of Education. On 
February 4, 1956, Joan married 
Gerald “Jerry”’ Van Deusen in 
Rocky River, Ohio. Most of her 
married life was spent in St. 
Clair, Michigan. A long-time 
member of the St. Clair First 
United Methodist Church, 
Joan joined her husband—at 
retirement—in ministry to 
the Riley Center, Berville, and 
West Berlin United Methodist 
Churches. In 1993, they 
became part of a core group 
that birthed the Crossroads 
Community Church in St. Clair, 
where they served in pastoral 
care ministry for many years.
Joan taught adult education 
classes and substituted in East 
China Schools. She taught 
home economics at the Adult 
Learning Center in Port Huron. 
In recent years she enjoyed 
her home hobby/business 
“Heaven Scent Herbs.” She 
especially enjoyed sharing 
her enthusiasm for herbs and 
flowers through Folk Art Days 
in elementary schools with 
volunteers from the Port Huron 
Museum of Arts and History. 
Her love for gardening and for 
people extended into Ontario’s 
Bruce Peninsula, where the 
family spent summer vaca-
tions. As a member of the 
Volunteers of Flowerpot Island 
Lightstation near Tobermory, 
Joan and Jerry enjoyed time 
spent at the lightstation. 
Survivors include her sis-
ter, Carol Wolff, sons Jeffrey 
(Jamie) and John (Susan 
Van Oort), grandchildren 
Christopher (Ania), Adam, 
Kathryn (John) LeMerise, 
Caroljean (Rich) Conrad, and 
James K., and one great-grand-
child, Zosia Jadwiga 
VanDeusen. Also surviving 
are several sisters-in-law, 
brothers-in-law, and numerous 
nieces and nephews. Joan was 
predeceased by her husband, 
Gerald, on February 22, 2018, 
by their son, James Robert, on 
January 16, 1989, and by her 
parents.
Judith WeBBer Conlon, ’58, 
of Berkley, Michigan, passed 
away on October 16, 2017. She 
was born on June 18, 1935, to 
Robert and Mildred Webber. 
She was the beloved mother 
of Elizabeth, Sara (the late 
Michael) and Susan (Tim), and 
the loving grandmother of 
Adam, Alex, and Laurel.  Judith 
was an avid football fan who 
enjoyed spending time with 
her family and working on 
crossword puzzles. She was 
predeceased by her parents 
and her brother, Robert Jr. 
WilliaM f. ChriSty, ’59, of 
Indianapolis, Indiana, passed 
away on February 26, 2018. He 
is survived by his one sibling, 
Richard J. Christy, his sons 
James and Darryl (Hannah), 
and his grandchildren Danielle, 
Abigail, and Cooper Christy. He 
was born in Buffalo, New York, 
on June 30, 1937, and moved 
shortly thereafter with his par-
ents Duane and Gladys Deyoe 
Christy to Cincinnati, Ohio. 
He graduated from Withrow 
High School in 1955 and from 
Hillsdale College in 1959. He 
married Beverly Lund on 
August 28, 1965. For 30 years, 
William worked faithfully as 
a social worker for Hamilton 
County, Ohio, before retiring in 
1997. He enjoyed singing in the 
choir at Madeira Presbyterian 
Church and was an avid Reds 
and Bengals fan. He and his 
wife moved to Florida where he 
continued to enjoy singing at 
church, volunteering at a local 
hospital, and playing shuffle-
board. Beverly preceded him 
in death in 2013 after 47 years 
of marriage. In 2016, he moved 
to Indianapolis, Indiana, to live 
closer to his sons.
1960s
PatriCia r. oroZoviCh doyle, 
’61, of Paramus, New Jersey, 
formerly of Blackstone, 
Massachusetts, passed away 
on March 9, 2017. The daughter 
of the late George and Patricia 
Orozovich, Patricia was the 
loving mother of James Doyle 
(Lisa) and Catherine Federico. 
She had three grandchildren: 
Shane, Gage, and Ian; and one 
great-grandchild, Lily. Patricia 
was the devoted sister of 
Mary Reardon (Alan), Robert 
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Orozovich (Patricia), and the 
late Georgeanne Delli Bovi and 
her husband the late Emil Delli 
Bovi. She is also survived by 
several nieces and nephews. 
A parishioner of St. Gabriel 
Roman Catholic Church in 
Saddle River, she was a mort-
gage banker for many years. 
Patricia earned her MBA from 
Nichols College in Dudley, 
Massachusetts, at the age of 65. 
edWin “PaPa ed” reynoldS, 
’61, of Palmetto, Florida, and 
Blairsville, Georgia, passed 
away on February 27, 2018, 
after a short illness. Ed was 
born on June 7, 1936, in Oak 
Park, Illinois, to John Edwin 
and Jeanne Marie Boutelle 
Reynolds, and grew up in 
Greenville, Michigan. After 
serving in the U.S. Navy, he 
went on to earn his degree 
from Hillsdale College. There 
he met and married Judy 
Knight, and together they had 
two sons. The young family 
moved to Sarasota, Florida, 
in 1965. He later remarried, 
and they had a daughter. 
His final marriage to Cyndi 
Reynolds gave his children an 
extra mother and a nana to his 
grandchildren.
Ed directed the guidance 
department at Riverview High 
School, taught numerous sub-
jects, and later directed special 
programs, including those for 
assisting migrant workers and 
their children, and kids at risk 
of dropping out of school. He 
retired from the school system 
after 33 years. Ed’s passion for 
life was expressed by a love 
of fishing, sailing, shooting, 
camping, scuba diving, gar-
dening, and helping others. He 
was an avid reader and loved 
to share his philosophies with 
others.
He was preceded in death by 
his parents and by his sister, 
Bonnie Mooney. He is survived 
by his wife, Cynthia Reynolds; 
sons Jeff (Marcos) Reynolds 
and Rob (Tracy) Reynolds; 
daughter Shirley (Chris) 
Martini; stepsons Del and Scot; 
granddaughters Davonee-Lynn 
Martini-Podolsky and Jenna 
Nash; two great-grandchildren; 
sisters Betty Valentine and 
Connie Beard; brother John 
Reynolds; and several neph-
ews, nieces, and their families.
rev. denniS W. Shufelt, ’63, 
of Wheatland, passed away on 
February 26, 2018, surround-
ed by his daughters. Born in 
Hillsdale, Michigan, on June 5, 
1941, he was the son of Wayne 
and Josie Shaull Shufelt. He 
spent his early life in Dowagiac 
and Niles, Michigan, where he 
graduated from high school. 
He received his undergraduate 
degree from Union University 
in Jackson, Tennessee, and 
earned a master’s degree 
in education from Western 
Michigan University. He 
worked as a teacher and then 
principal at a high school 
before earning his master of 
divinity degree from Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 
He served as an American 
Baptist minister, retiring after 
more than 30 years.
On May 28, 1963, he married 
Sue Crouch, who preceded 
him in death on September 
19, 2002. He was a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Dennis 
loved going to his grandsons’ 
football games and school 
events, playing tennis, softball, 
and cards. He was an avid 
Detroit Tigers and Lions fan 
and followed the Michigan 
college sports teams. He is sur-
vived by his children Jennifer 
Shufelt, Laura (Ron) Niemietz, 
and Tiffany (Hal) Myers; 
grandchildren Kassen (Maria) 
Harris, Jeremiah Niemietz, 
and Joshua Niemietz; siblings 
David (Nancy) Shufelt and Amy 
(Steve) Monroe; and nieces, 
nephews, other relatives, and 
many friends. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, wife, 
and sister, Delcie Holley.
Janet “Jan” ahern Martin, 
’67, passed away on February 
14, 2018, at the age of 72. She 
was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on June 17, 1945, to John and 
Gladys Ahern. Some memo-
rable moments in Jan’s life 
included the few years she 
was the youngest panelist on 
the TV show The Quiz Kids 
and her passion for country 
western dancing, for which 
she won several awards. Jan 
loved animals, especially dogs. 
She was preceded in death by 
the love of her life, Kenneth 
A. Martin. Jan is survived by 
her daughter, Kelly (James) 
Randazzo; her granddaugh-
ter, Kendall Erin Randazzo; 
her stepdaughter Saundra 
(Richard) Lashley; her brother, 
Owen (Mary Jo) Ahern; many 
nieces and nephews; and her 
beloved dog, Polly May. 
JaMeS alan WilSon, ’69, who 
practiced as a licensed opti-
cian in Jacksonville, Florida, 
for 43 years, passed away on 
January 30, 2018. Jim was born 
on June 16, 1945, to Dr. James 
Henry Wilson and Francis 
Edith Cross Wilson. Jim was 
raised in Chicago and graduat-
ed from North Park Academy 
High School in 1963. At 
Hillsdale, Jim was a member 
of Tau Kappa Epsilon frater-
nity and played football while 
earning a degree in biology. 
Jim began his optical career 
at age 10 while working in his 
father’s optometry office. He 
moved to Jacksonville in 1974 
and purchased the Contact 
Lens Laboratory where he 
manufactured, fitted, and sold 
contact lenses, prosthetic eyes, 
and glasses. He continued 
working in the optical field un-
til he retired in late 2017. Jim 
was preceded in death by his 
parents. Survivors include his 
three sons, Robert, Scott, and 
Douglas Wilson; a daughter, 
Amy Watkins (Kenneth); and 
four grandchildren. He is also 
survived by his sister, Joan 
Swanson, and her children, Roy 
Swanson and Sharon Johnson. 
1970s
david leigh root, ’72, dtd, 
passed away on January 11, 
2018, after a courageous battle 
with cancer. He is survived by 
his wife, Kay fuhrMan root, 
’72, KKg, and their daughter 
Whitney. His son Jay prede-
ceased him. David and Kay 
returned to Perrysburg, Ohio, 
after earning his degree in 
business administration. 
Dave joined Root Outdoor 
Advertising where he rose to 
President/CEO in 1978 until 
its sale in 2000. Dave’s civic 
leadership in the Toledo area 
included the redevelopment 
of the Historic Warehouse 
District, vitalizing Huron 
Street Village, and serving 
on various boards, including 
being a founding member of 
Black Swamp Conservancy 
and the Victory Center. Dave 
was honored by the University 
of Toledo in 2016 for a philan-
thropic donation that provided 
for the reconstruction of the 
entrance bridge to the campus. 
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David and his family moved 
permanently to Harbor Springs, 
Michigan, in 2000, where 
he pursued hobbies and the 
love of outdoors. Kay may be 
reached at PO Box 216, Harbor 
Springs, MI 49740.
1980s
BruCe MCCarty “BJ” JohnSon, 
’81, tKe, of Macon, Georgia, 
passed away tragically on May 
1, 2018, at the age of 59. Bruce 
was born on February 11, 1959, 
in Pensacola, Florida, to Craig 
and the late Mariel “Spike” 
Johnson. He grew up in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, and attend-
ed East Grand Rapids High 
School. At Hillsdale, BJ was 
always in charge of social hap-
penings at the TKE house. He 
became the campus Activities 
Director and was responsible 
for a prom dance and bringing 
the Ozark Mountain Daredevils 
to Hillsdale in 1981 for an 
outdoor concert. Bruce was 
interested in politics and par-
ticipated in the Washington-
Hillsdale Internship Program 
in Washington, D.C. He also 
formed and coached the first 
Hillsdale College women’s club 
swim team. After college, BJ 
followed the rest of his family 
into the furniture business, 
eventually owning Commercial 
Furnishings, a Steelcase dis-
tributor in Georgia. He contrib-
uted to the Boys and Girls Club 
of Central Georgia, The Macon 
Rescue Mission, and Mercer 
College athletics. Bruce was 
prolific at making new friends, 
especially at any golf course he 
played or dive bar he happened 
to enter. He loved to golf and 
enjoyed gardening.  BJ was a 
diehard fan of the University 
of Michigan Wolverines and 
also followed the Detroit Tigers 
and Lions. He was preceded in 
death by his former first wife, 
Lori Ann Wallace Johnson. He 
is survived by his son Kirk, his 
father, a brother, two sisters, 
and many friends. 
taylor friSBie ClarK, ’84, 
passed away suddenly on 
February 23, 2018, at the age of 
55. He was born October 7, 1962, 
in Washington, DC. Married to 
Marilyn Reilly Clark in 1986, 
Taylor was a devoted husband 
and the father of Charles Reilly 
Clark, Cooper Reilly Clark, and 
Caitlin Reilly Clark; cherished 
son of Charles “Chief” and 
Nancy Frisbie Clark; devoted 
brother of Carter (Emily) Clark 
and Christopher (Julie) Clark; 
treasured nephew of John and 
Martha Hastings; loving uncle 
to 23 nieces and nephews; 
son-in-law of Marilyn Reilly 
Lauber and the late Joseph 
Reilly Sr.; brother-in-law of 
Sharon (Gerald) Tobin, Joseph 
Reilly Jr., Brian (Joanne) 
Reilly, Matthew (Leslie) Reilly, 
Thomas (Colleen) Reilly, Kevin 
Reilly and John Reilly (de-
ceased) (Linda).
Taylor grew up in the 
Cleveland, Ohio, area. He at-
tended University School and 
went on to Hillsdale College. 
Taylor began his career at 
America’s Body Company 
working for his lifelong men-
tor, Evan Corns. Taylor went 
on to become a principal at 
MobilityWorks, an industry 
leader in resolving the trans-
portation needs of the elderly 
and disabled. Under Taylor’s 
leadership, the company grew 
significantly.
Marilyn and Taylor recently 
celebrated 32 years of mar-
riage. During that time, his 
family shared many enjoy-
able activities, including golf, 
boating, skiing and fishing. 
Taylor was a passionate father 
who stood on the sidelines 
of lacrosse games from New 
Jersey to Ohio to Maine. He 
was devoted to his faith.
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